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Excellence in Living 
Creekside at Elfindale

Resident Spotlight: Eleanor Crabtree

Eleanor Crabtree is not a woman who 
stands out. She does not demand or command 
attention. However, ask the Creekside 
community about her and a light will cross 
their faces. They mention her fiery red hair, her 
twinkling eyes, her sly smile, her easy laugh, and 
her lilting accent. Eleanor loves life and loves 
people—and has a knack for showing both. But, 
this life has not come easy for Eleanor, and her 
demeanor reflects the quiet, inner strength of a 
woman who has seen and experienced some of 
life’s hardest trials. 

Eleanor was interviewed in January, 2017 and 
related a series of wartime experiences that were 
captivating and hopeful. The following is a 
summary of this interview. 

Eleanor was born in 1925 in the Ukraine, as 
Josef Stalin was rising to power. Her mother 
died early in Eleanor’s life, leaving just her and 
her father. Growing up, Eleanor’s father told her 
repeatedly of the wonders America held. Even 
though he had never been there, he told her of 
this land of opportunity. This planted the seed of 
a dream that she would one day see this land.  

In 1941, Adolf Hitler was increasing his 
aggression throughout Europe. In the Ukraine, 
the rumor was spreading that he would soon 
begin the invasion of their country. Eleanor’s 
father had died in 1939, leaving Eleanor to care 
for herself. Her mother had German blood, and 
it was known that Hitler would take care of 
Germans. Eleanor found a job translating for a 
wealthy German company based in the Ukraine.

 In 1943, as tensions were rising, the company 
helped Eleanor and her friend Rose, flee the 

country.  This began 
a two-year saga of 
seeking refuge from the 
approaching German 
invasion.  As Eleanor 
recounts this journey, 
her story makes history 
come to life.  She tells 
of escaping the Ukraine 
at four in the morning 
in a boxcar headed for 
Germany. She recounts 
different jobs she had 
upon arriving in Germany.  Once, having to 
leave a job suddenly due to a warning from 
German soldiers that the town she lived in would 
soon be bombed out. She describes the different 
modes of transport used to find safety: walking 
all day across a frozen river; crossing the North 
Sea in the bottom of a ship; riding by railcar (and 
surviving a deadly train collision); and finally 
arriving at a village of refuge by way of horse cart. 
Upon arrival in the village of Lehrte, Germany, 
Eleanor and Rose stayed with a couple who 
helped them find jobs working in an ammunition 
factory making grenades. Eleanor would work 
there until the end of the war in 1945. 

After the War, Germany was divided into 
three zones: American, English, and Russian. 
Still holding her dream of moving to America, 
Eleanor moved to Stuttgart, Germany in 
the American zone. She believed if she met 
Americans she would find a way to get to 
America. Eleanor went to the Russian consulate, 
and they helped her find a job as a nanny 
for an American military family. Meanwhile, 
Eleanor looked for an American man to marry. 
She says, “I wanted to find an American man 
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Maxine’s Christmas CarolThe word started to spread among the ladies at Creekside 
back in May 2016…..Maxine is coming to Branson for 
Christmas!  So, who is Maxine and how does everyone know her?   
Well, she is the crabby senior citizen created by Hallmark over 
30 years ago! The excitement spread as news of a live stage show 
starring Maxine would be in Branson (a favorite destination) for 
Creekside Community Members.  The promise was made in May 
and fulfilled in December when 28 ladies not only got to see the 
play, but meet Maxine.  She was truly “tacky” and terrific! Their 
wish was granted!

Roadtrip with a Raindrop:  
90 Days along the 
Mississippi RiverA raindrop that falls into the headwaters of the Mississippi 
River in Minnesota will reach the Gulf of Mexico 90 days later. 
When award winning National Geographic photographer, Gayle 
Harper, read this small snippet of trivia about the Mississippi 
River, it completely changed her life.  That little known fact 
sent her world spinning in a new direction. She knew in that 
instant that she would make a 90-day road trip, following the 
entire course of the Mississippi River, while keeping pace with an 
imaginary raindrop that she would call “Serendipity.” 

That 2,400 mile journey turned into an award winning book 
and documentary. The Community Members at Creekside were 
blessed with a private presentation and book signing event by 

Gayle on our Campus. It was a two month wait to be honored 
with her presence due to her busy national tour, but it was well 
worth the wait!  

As she described her adventure with her calm soothing voice, 
you could feel the magic she felt along the way. The trip was not 
funded by a publisher; it actually funded itself as local people 
offered lodging to her as she traveled along the Mississippi. She 
stayed in places such as a fisherman’s cabin, a trendy downtown 
loft, a tugboat converted to a B&B, a plantation mansion, a 
sharecropper’s cabin - and once, an entire 30-room manor! She 
made many new friends along the way who she said felt like “old” 
friends with their open warmth and hospitality.

Many Community Members stayed after the presentation for the 
book signing and many purchased copies for friends and family 
for Christmas gifts. Gayle’s presentation was an “unexpected 
treasure” that will be kept in the hearts and memories of many 
people here at Creekside as they travel the Mississippi through 
her eyes.

to get to America and fall in love with, not use him just to get 
to America.” One day, she was supposed to have a date with 
an American soldier (“Johnny”) and go to a friend’s house 
for coffee. Johnny never came, so she went on without him. 
As providence would have it, when she arrived, there was a 
handsome man sitting on the couch chatting with her friends. 
This man, “Danny”, a Springfield native, would one day become 
Eleanor’s husband. Danny and Eleanor dated for two years. He 
even re-enlisted in order to stay with her in Germany. After he 
proposed, it took two years of physical testing, interviews, and 
record checking by the U.S. State Department to prove she was 
not a Nazi, before providing Eleanor with a visa to enter the 

United States. Danny and Eleanor were married in February 
of 1952, and on August 27, 1952, Eleanor stepped foot on 
American soil for the first time. “I cried like a baby,” she reflected 
back to when the saga began for her, saying, “I had made it. I was 
only sixteen laying in bed thinking about what I was going to do 
with my life, and I was alone. I had to see America for myself.” 

Eleanor was married for twenty-seven years before Danny died. 
She has three children. The young woman who dreamt of seeing 
the world now has been all over the United States, and has settled 
in Springfield to be near her family. We are blessed to have her as 
part of our Creekside family. 

Page 2

C 

R 

E 

E 

K 

S 

I 

D 

E

 

A 

T

E 

L 

F 

I 

N 

D 

A 

L 

E



Princess PopTartPrincess PopTart entered the Club House wearing a hot pink coat with black fur 
trim and a bow in her hair! The Community Members were in “awe” and “squealed” 
with delight! Well, maybe that was Princess PopTart that squealed…after all she is a pig! 
Kim, the owner of Charming Mini Pigs, brought two 12 week old pigs to Creekside to 
visit our Community Members.  It was a fun –filled event with lots of laughter but also 
an amazing learning opportunity as well.  

The two young piglets Kim brought were named PopTart and Quincy.  She has been 
raising miniature pigs for six years and becomes very attached to each one.  She has a 
long screening and interview process before she sells any of her piglets to anyone.  The 
bloodline of her mini pigs produces very intelligent and easily trainable offspring.  Kim 
told us that PopTart seemed especially “gifted” from the moment she began training her.  
At the age 6 weeks old, she was house broken, learned the commands to come, sit, spin, 
tunnel, ring the bell, pose and stay. PopTart showed off and performed her tricks over 
and over again because if she did them correctly, she received a tiny morsel as a reward.  
Her favorite thing was to ring the bell over and over and over, much to the delight of 
the onlookers! Kim plans to keep PopTart and use her as a therapy pig and take her to 
hospitals, schools, nursing homes, and homeless shelters.

Quincy the little male pig she brought was still working on all the commands that 
PopTart had mastered.   Quincy loved following PopTart around the room trying to 
earn treats, but spent most of his time on his back getting his belly scratched by Kim’s 
assistant! Quincy was scheduled to leave Kim’s home the following week to go and live 
with his new family where he will be a pet as well as an emotional support companion.  
Soon Quincy will jump up in bed (yes they can jump) and be cuddled up with a young 
boy just like any cat or dog would do. These mini pigs can grow as large as 50 pounds 
but they still make great house pets because they are so easily trained and love attention! 
Even though they might end up weighing 50 pounds, they don’t look like it because 
their body mass is very dense.  These are not “pot-bellied pigs” that were popular in the 
1980’s. Those pigs would grow to be 500 pounds and were completely unmanageable 
once they were full grown.

Twice a year Kim donates two pigs to families to be used as therapy pigs. Mini pigs 
are incredibly intelligent and sensitive animals which can make them candidates 
for therapy pets or emotional support animals. By definition these are two very 
different jobs. Mini pig owners often choose to share their pig with their community 
schools, nursing homes, fundraisers, and events like Kim plans to do with PopTart. 
Miniature pigs have been recognized by families of children with autism to help 
with vocalization and calming. Pigs have been known to detect low blood sugar 
in their owners with diabetes or detect and warn of oncoming seizures. They can 
ease anxiety and panic attacks and improve the symptoms of depression and Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder in some individuals.

PopTart and Quincy brought huge smiles and lots of laughter to the Community 
Members at Creekside on a cold and dreary winter day. But no matter the weather, we 
plan on bringing Princess PopTart back to our Community to see what new tricks she 
has learned and to see which new friend she will bring with her next time!

Page 3

C 

R 

E 

E 

K 

S 

I 

D 

E

 

A 

T

E 

L 

F 

I 

N 

D 

A 

L 

E



Christmas CrazinessWhen the event calendar says “Christmas Craziness with 
DJ” at 10:30 at the Club House, the Community Members 
automatically think “uh-oh!”  They wonder whether or not they 
should attend?   After all, they never know what she is up to!  

Well, curiosity got the best of 19 people and they decided to 
take a chance on that one little word…..crazy!  They were all 
given a paper plate to put on their head, a marker to draw 
with, and some encouragement!  DJ gave them step-by-step 
instructions (in random order) as to what to draw on the plate 
on top of their head. No peeking!  As the Community Members 
continued to follow the directions it became obvious to them 
that they were drawing a snowman.  The moment of truth 
came when they finished and took the plate off their heads to 
view their masterpieces!! The only way to describe that moment 
was HYSTERICAL!!!  However, little did they know that they 
had not quite completed the task. They each had to pass their 
drawing to the person on their right to be graded.  The point 
system was basically points for getting the nose in the top circle, 
did all three circles touch, and is his hat on top of his head, and 
so on.   The points were tallied and the top three received a prize 
of snowman cookies. Everyone was excited for the next time a 
friend or family member asked them what they had done that 
day. Their answer would be, “I built a snowman on top my head 
today!” With no explanation beyond that!

Ringing in 2017Ringing in the New Year at 
Creekside was more like “singing 
and dancing” it in.  The festivities 
included a hors d’oeuvre buffet, a 
wine bar, non-alcoholic sparkling 
juice selection, and fabulous 
entertainment.  The band, Sounds 
Good Combo, was with us last year 
and was so popular that we brought 
them back with an addition of some 
new instruments and new singers.  
The band played many requests 
while Community Members 
enjoyed dancing, singing along, and 
visiting with friends.  There was 
a surprise guest, a comedian from 
Branson who shared funny stories 
and jokes with the crowd during the 
band’s intermission.  Finally, what 
would New Year’s Eve be without 
a toast with friends for a new year 
of love, laughter, good health, and 
family!

LET US KNOW
Please call 417-831-3828 to let us know what sort of information 
you would like to see in future issues!  If you would like to have 
the Elfintales emailed to you please call Denice at 234-4311. For 
those of you who would like you can now find the newsletter, 
activities calendar and a link to “IN THE LOOP” on our website 
www.elfindaleretirement.com
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CREEKSIDE AT ELFINDALE
Executive Director ........................................... Kevin Rusenstrom
Lodge Relations Coordinator ....................................... Reta Cagle
Cottage Relations Coordinator..................................Stewart Bach
Public Relations Coordinator .................................... Denice Gage
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Maintenance/ Housekeeping Supervisor ....................Don Martin
Office Manager ........................................................Debra Morris
Elfintales Editor ......................................................... Denice Gage

Page 4

C 

R 

E 

E 

K 

S 

I 

D 

E

 

A 

T

E 

L 

F 

I 

N 

D 

A 

L 

E


