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Excellence in Living 
Creekside at Elfindale

Day of Celebration

Creekside had a day of celebration on July 
20th.  After weeks of remodeling the lobby with 
its fireplace, concierge desk, three new offices, 
the library and the new conference room, we 
were happy to host an Open House.  We shared 
this day with Creekside community members, 
team members, business partners, family, friends, 
Jack Vetter and a team from Home Office. The 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors 
were also part of our celebration with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony.  

With the remodel celebration barely over, we 
were onto our next celebration.  The celebration 
was in honor of the Creekside team 
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Celebration continued from front

Dice Those TomatoesWhoo-hoo tomatoes are ripe, let’s get cooking! Fresh tomatoes make 
everything taste better.  Cathy Gaw from the Springfield-Greene County 
Health Department came to the campus with fresh produce in hand. She 

demonstrated ways to make delicious 
recipes in a flash. The healthy recipes 
included fresh pico-de-gallo and 
delicious bruschetta. The community 
members sampled these tasty dishes 
and were given the recipes for each of 
them. While they enjoyed sampling 
both dishes, they were most excited 
to see how simple it was to make the 
most popular of the two; bruschetta. 
Now it’s their turn to get cooking!

A Museum 
Without 
Walls  A museum without 
walls with access to 
all is the vision of the 
Springfield Art Council. 
Public art has proven 
itself to play a major 
role in rejuvenating 
Springfield’s down 
town area. It is adorned 
with a collection of art 
sculptures scattered 
throughout. These 
sculptures add to our 
city’s heritage, character 
and diversity.

For Creekside’s monthly 
Scenic Drive our community members boarded the bus to 
follow the path that winds through the Outdoor Museum.  The 
tour included information about the artists and the inspiration 
for each of their pieces.

By the end of the drive 
it, was a unanimous 
decision as to which 
one was the groups 
favorite sculptor. The 
“Pots and Pans Tree” 
was the most relatable 
to all the women 
aboard the bus! This 
sculpture was literally 
filled with antique pots 
and pans of all shapes 
and sizes. You guessed 
it…this piece was the 
only sculpture created 
by a woman. 

reaching three years injury free. To show their appreciation, the team from Vetter 
Health Services prepared and served a delicious meal to the team. The dedication to 
safety and hard work, the Creekside team shows, is truly a testament of what true 

Teamwork is! 
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Lost Trans-Atlantic Diary 
Recovered 

While digging through 
a box of donated books, 
a local librarian found a 
historical treasure. It was a 
small non- assuming leather 
bound journal. This journal 
was a handwritten diary of 
John Salmon’s Atlantic voyage of 1828. He crossed the Atlantic 
on a baroque sailing ship named Chelsea. He documented his 
harrowing adventure in great detail. Finding this diary was a true 

historian’s delight.

The Springfield Friends 
of the Library decided 
the best way to share this 
treasure with the public 
was to turn it into a 

Readers’ Theatre. During the reading you are taken back in time 
on an adventure of a true immigrant on his voyage to America. 
The performances performed in front of large audiences have all 
been standing room only. 

Creekside community members were thrilled to have a private 
performance (which was also standing room only) by the Readers’ 
Theatre on their campus. The actual diary was on display at 
the reading! Everyone was amazed by the beautiful Old English 
penmanship of 
John Salmon. The 
performers told the 
audience that they 
experience chills every 
time they read his 
words. John Salmon 
had a gift with words 
that could make 
anyone feel like they 
were aboard the ship with him. It also made the listener feel the 
sense of relief he must have felt when he finally set foot on the 
shores of America at the end of his journey.

All Aboard to CHICAGO How do you go to Kansas and Chicago all in one day? 
Creekside community members accomplished this feat by taking 
a chartered bus to Kansas to see the musical, CHICAGO. Over 
twenty family members and new friends joined us on this trip. 

The New Dinner Theater in Overland Park, Kansas, was recently 
remodeled, giving the venue a Las Vegas feel. The spectacular 
reviews of the food and talent prompted the community 
members to suggest this as the first all day trip destination. This 
particular show was a unanimous choice because of its many 
Tony Awards and its long running history of success.

Upon arrival at the theater, everyone was escorted to their 
beautiful linen 
covered table and 
greeted by their 
own private waiter. 
It was a “five star” 
dining experience, 
with fabulous 
food and seamless 
service.

From the time 
the curtain went 
up until the last 
bow, everyone 
in the audience 
was mesmerized. 
The talent was 
the caliber of a 
Broadway cast, 
however the fact 

that it was “all local talent” made it that much more amazing!

As we boarded the bus to leave, we had a surprise visit by Roxie 
and her husband Amos; they wanted to thank us for coming to 
the show. While on the bus they answered questions and posed 
for pictures. 
The group 
was amazed to 
find out that 
the fabulous 
performance 
came together 
in just three 
short weeks…
now that is 
talent!

The day long 
adventure was 
filled with fun, friends, music and games. It was hard to believe it 
was an eleven hour trip! By the end of the day all the guest who 
came along felt like a part of the Creekside family, so much so, 
that they are ready to reserve a seat for the next trip.
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Juggling Jay 
Joins Creekside 
for Dinner At Creekside, one never 
knows what their dining experience 
will entail: sometimes music, 
sometimes dancing, and sometimes a juggler!  In honor of 
“World Juggling Day” (June 18), Juggling Jay entertained 
our community members with acts of balance, juggling, and 
illusions. He interacted with community members throughout 

the performance going 
table to table giving 
them an opportunity to 
participate in his feats. It 
was a delightful evening, 
and we look forward to 
more experiences with 
Juggling Jay!

The Good Morning with DJ 
Show The average retired American wakes up early in the morning 
to start their day with either the Good Morning America Show 
or the Today Show. Once a month, Creekside Community 
Members can now come and see the “Good Morning DJ Show” 
at the Clubhouse. The first show in the series premiered on 
Monday, July 18th to a full audience with DJ as the host.

The format of the show has permanent categories that are 
covered in each show.  The Show is designed to be upbeat and 
light-hearted. Some of the categories are human interest, feel-
good moments, vintage remember when, salute to those who 
serve, animal stories and the most important spot in each show 
will be a celebrity guest. 

The first Celebrity guest to appear 
on the show was Joan Rivers. I 
know you’re asking yourself how 
could that be, she is no longer 
with us. But she told a comical 
tale of how she is still here. The 
conclusion to her story was 
that when she got to the Gates 
of Heaven, Saint Peter did not 
recognize her because of all her 
plastic surgery…so he sent her 
back! Joan was lots of fun to have 
on the show and she participated 
at different moments and added 
her sense of humor. 

During the “vintage remember 
when” segment Carol Burnett was the star!  DJ showed the 
famous “Gone with the Wind” sketch.  The dress that was made 
with the curtain rod brought laughter and memories to all. There 

was also a clip played of the hilarious Tim Conway. 

There were many other parts to the show that everyone enjoyed.  
At the end Joan came back to the stage and told us a very moving 
story. You see, Joan Rivers is actually Terry Sanders, who does 
wonderful impressions of celebrities in Branson. He told us that 
he had known Joan Rivers personally for many, many years. 
Joan was very close to all of Terry’s family especially his mother. 
She helped support the family during his mother’s illness and 
they were truly lifelong friends. Terry actually performed on 
several occasions with Joan. It is no wonder that he is an expert 
at impersonating her.  His description of Joan was warm and 
wonderful and he told us about a side of Joan that most people 
never knew.

The final moments ended with a clip of the “ending broadcast 
signal” that used to say goodnight to everyone as television 
stations went off the air each night at midnight!

 Please come to the next Good Morning Show with DJ because 
it’s full of fun and laughter which is a great way to start your 
Monday morning!

LET US KNOW
Please call 417-831-3828 to let us know what sort of information 
you would like to see in future issues!  If you would like to have 
the Elfintales emailed to you please call Denice at 234-4311. For 
those of you who would like you can now find the newsletter, 
activities calendar and a link to “IN THE LOOP” on our website 
www.elfindaleretirement.com

Administrative Staff 
CREEKSIDE AT ELFINDALE
Executive Director ........................................... Kevin Rusenstrom
Lodge Relations Coordinator ....................................... Reta Cagle
Cottage Relations Coordinator..................................Stewart Bach
Public Relations Coordinator .................................... Denice Gage
Lodge Life Enrichment Coordinator .................. Bethany Burrows
Cottage Life Enrichment Coordinator .......................... DJ Halley
Community Development Coordinator .................... Jackie Bright
Executve Chef .................................................... Jamie McGuigan
Maintenance/ Housekeeping Supervisor ....................Don Martin
Office Manager ........................................................Debra Morris
Elfintales Editor ......................................................... Denice Gage
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